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of the coiffeur romantically pale or delicately
tinted.

Fashion is very capricious, and it does not suf-
fice to sit in high places in order to govern la
mode. With the exception of the Duke of Orleans,
so prematurely cut off in the flower of his youth,
not one of Louis Philippe's family, male or female,
ever exercised the smallest influence over this capri-
cious goddess. There were young and handsome
princesses, always well and tastefully dressed, but
they were pronounced rococo; and no one ever
dreamt of wearing any particular bonnet or cloak,
because the beautiful Duchesse de Nemours, or the
graceful Princesse de Joinville had appeared in a
similar one.

It is not because the Empress Eugenie is the
wife of Napoleon III. that she sets the fashion, even
to those who don't go to court, and who turn up
their noses at her entourage. She is consider-
ably older and certainly not handsomer than was
the Duchesse de Nemours, when she left France to
die in exile; but she has the chic, if I may use
such a word, that the Orleans princesses did not
possess; and the quietest dowager, before she ven-
tures to adopt a coiffure, as well as the gayest
lady of the demi-monde, will cast a look to see
what the Empress wears. Strange to say, the
supreme good taste and elegance which reign in
her Majesty's toilettes were by no means con-
spicuous in her younger days; for, as Mademoiselle
Montijo, she was voted beautiful and charming, but
very ill-dressed.

The style of French cookery has also changed as
completely as the style of dress, at the dictates ofut from the handsetely to transform her that, in
